/I Oteha Valley Newsletter No. 2

2 March 2022

COVID Update

As you know we now have cases of COVID-19 in our
school community. Case numbers will increase as the
virus spreads, but we hope that no-one is seriously
affected by it.

We will only notify you if a child or staff member in
Welcome your child's year group is a positive case. If the child

| would like to welcome the following children and or staff member is in your child's class, you will be told

their families to our wonderful school: Vipra Kumar, that as well. To protect the privacy of children,
Charlotte, and Alexander Lu. Minjun Kim, Tristan Su, Jin families, and staff, we will not disclose who the
An, positive case is, and we ask you to refrain from asking

teachers this question. If we have large numbers of
teachers having to isolate, we will be buddying
classes at school if we are unable to get a reliever.

While we are able to remain open for face-face
learning at school, teachers will not be able to
provide on-line learning for children who are not
attending school, because parents are choosing to
keep them at home. | appreciate and understand
why some of you make this choice, but as we do not
21 March BOT Meeting via Zoom know how long we are going to be in this situation, |
would like to encourage you to consider sending your
child to school, so they can continue with their
learning, have much needed fime to socialise, learn
and play with other children.

Upcoming events

Upcoming events are also on our calendar on
our website: www.oteha.school.nz

If your child tests positive for COVID-19 or is required
to isolate because someone else in your
family/household is positive, please email me:
rosen@oteha.school.nz as soon as you are able to.
Teachers will be able to provide some activities for
children who are well, but have to isolate, and your
child’s teacher will be in touch with you to see if you
would like some work for them to do.

These are challenging times for all of us. Please reach
out fo someone you trust if you are struggling or need
support. Look after yourself, your family and whanau,

and please let us know if we can assist or support you.
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The Good News:

It seems as if most of the news at the moment is
distressing and upsetting so | wanted fo share some
brief snippets of positive stories from our days at
school so far this year.

Our focus for the first few weeks of the term has
centered around some of the key competencies in
our Ako Tuitui curriculum, looking at “Ildentity” and
“Culture”. In 2021 all teachers undertook some
professional development as part of our work on
Aotearoa New Zealand Histories and all classes have
been learning about and delving into Te Tiriti o
Waitangi, which is an extremely important document
and treaty for us.

Each of our Year groups works together in a
Collaborative Team.

Year 1/2 classes in Pod 1 and Rms 31 & 31 make up
Pohutukawa team. They had a Just Awesome day
last Friday, learning about their team name. They
discovered that Pohutukawa is a descendant of
Tangaroa, not Tane Mahuta like other frees. They
talked about the symbolism of the tree, its
whakapapa and patupaiarehe, as their name sake is
a link between the living and the underworld in Mdori
mythology. They spent the day doing various blossom
themed activities and were very proud of their
badges that show their belonging fo the team.
Special thanks to Ella in Rm 4 who made one for me!

Year 2-Team Paikea: has been focusing on their Class
Treaty and have collaborated to form a Paikea Treaty
and korowai cloak. They then linked this fo the
school’s values and created an Arf Piece.

Year 3- Team Manaakitanga: has been unpacking
the new school values and aligning them with class
treaties as well as sharing Taonga from their families’
cultures. They have also been exploring caterpillars
and butterflies, learning about life cycles and
metamorphosis.

Year 4-Team Kaitiakitanga: has been focusing on the
Treaty over the past three weeks. They have been
holding learning walks as part of Just Awesome Day
to see and compare how different classes have
approached the same topics in different ways and
using that experience to discuss our new school
values.

Year 5-Team Papatdanuku did a re-enactment of the
signing of te Tiriti o Waitangi
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Year 6-Team Ranginui have been focusing on the
classic narrative poem The Highwayman. This has
included studying the poem’s characters, seftings
and themes through reading, drama activities, art,
creating a musical instrument accompaniment. This
week they are extending this into science and
technology by looking at the motion of horses and
creatfing some simple stop motions and flip books. As
part of their study on Te Tiriti o Waitangi, they created
our own pod freaty and displayed it with a pair of
feather wings.

Year 1 & 2 Sandpit

The work on our sandpit outside Pod 3 is almost
finished and our Year 1 and 2 children will soon be
able to use it again, which is very exciting! We have
seating around it, and a fence fo help keep animals
out in the weekend and after school. Thanks to the
PTP who very generously have paid for a new shade
sail so our children can play in there in the shade. | will
include some photos of it when it is finished-hopefully
sometime next week.

Class and Individual Photos

We have had to postpone our class and individual
photos this term. We will reschedule them for later in
the year when we are all back at school together.

Contact Information and
Notifying School of Absences

Last week your child’s Profile Sheet was sent

home. This lists your contact information and your
child’s medical details. We ask that these are
checked, signed, and returned to school as soon as
possible so that we can ensure the information we
have on file is current. Even if there are no changes
the form sfill needs to be returned. It is particularly
important at the moment as there are likely to be
instances when we need to contact families urgently
if there is a covid case within our school community.

A reminder that it is the responsibility of a
parent/guardian to report a child’s absence. Office
staff are spending considerable periods of fime
following up on daily absences. We are not allowed
to assume that because a child is away sick one day,
that the reason they are not present the following day
will remain the same. A new absence notification is
required each day if you have not specified a return
date in a previous submission.

There are many different ways you can report an
absence:

e On our school website -
https.//www.oteha.school.nz/contact/report-
an-absence

e On our SchoolApp — download it from the
App store

e By phoning the school office —ph 09 477
0033, choosing option 1 and leaving a
message

e By emailing the school office -
enquiries@oteha.school.nz

We ask that you do not email individual staff
members as if they are absent the information may
not get passed on.

We would appreciate your support with this.
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Thanks to Unichem Browns
Bay

Unichem Browns Bay have come to school to
administer RAT for our staff for the past ftwo weeks.
This has been a free service and we appreciate their
generosity.

Noho haumaru katoa-stay safe everyone

Qs

)/

Rose Neal, Principal
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Community Notices

Saence & Tech

Bookmgs open now

19 @
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NEXT CHAPTER
PARENTING

Offering
8 PARENT SURVIVAL KIT
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u find yourself yelling at

ir child more often than

ghing with your child

you feel you have lost touch with your child

you feel frustrated and find yourself saying the same thing
and over again with no result

’ICS COVERED
COMMUNICATION CHOICES/CONSEQUENCES COMPLIANCE
EMPATHY SIBLING RIVALRY TEENAGERS AND BOUNDARIES

SETTING LIMITS PAUSE TIME IN ARE YOU DOING TOO MUCH
PERSONALITY TYPES PRAISE VS ENCOURAGEMENT QUALITY TIME

¥ vie Qzoom
giOURS f: NEXT CHAPTER PAREN

.l INDIVIDUALS OR www.nextchapter parentin
ABUNCHOF |  E:brigid@nextchapterparen

| IDEALFOR

FRIIENDS M: 0221087214

e e WINZ ASSISTANCE WHERE APPLIC
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BEAUFORT+CO

Located at 52F Oteha Valley Road

Deliveries are now available Monday-Friday due to the current Omicron surge and the high
number of people isolating at home.

Conditions for delivery

$30 minimum spend

Orders must be received by midnight the day prior to your requested delivery day
You may request a delivery time and we will do our best to accommodate you,
however our deliveries will be scheduled based on location

Full food and drinks menu available including cabinet food

The delivery radius is approximately 8kms from Beaufort + Co

Ways to order

Text 021989028
Email hello@beaufort.co.nz
Instagram @beaufortandco
Facebook @beaufortandco

We are completing deliveries ourselves, not via an app.

This is to avoid passing on extortionate fees and to do our best to make sure your order

arrives on time.

Hahatia te ora ki nga akoranga
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OUR COMMUNITY CONTACTS

_ ERICA STANFORD

Member of Parliament for East Coast Bays

Emma Torres
Franchise Owner

Stella Maris / Oteha Valley / Waitoki

: T.09443 8446+ M. 021 1651310
~ - .E.emma@skids.co.nz

f

* RESIDENTIAL ® LIFESTYLE

CALL US TODAY TO TALK
ABOUT THE CURRENT
VALUE OF YOUR
PROPERTY.

HOWE %8 021330751

FREE trial swimming lesson ~ o
= for new customers s

Call us now to book: E w‘%

Newmarket - (09) 529-0177
One Tree Hill - (09) 582-1i11
Albany - (09) 414-5484
Hobsonville - (09) 666-0240

Hilton Brown

SWIMMING

G (09) 478 0207

office@ecbelectorate.co.nz

o @ EricaStanfordECB

@ www.EricaStanfordMP.co.nz

your. FREE trial

Looie & Tracey

RESULTS THAT MOVE YOU!

AWARD WINNING SOLD

SPECALISTS

JAMES ‘&‘ 027 706 5790

We welcome
your visit

> Monday - Friday:

. > X 7:00am - 6pm

Junction Ph 09 479 5432

Early Leaming Centre ¥ x .
¥ admin@thejunctionelc.co.nz
www.thejunctionelc.co.nz

Ouraward winning team concentrate exclusively on the management of
residential properties and this allows us to deliver a tailored service to you.

Getin touchwith our awesome team to have your property managed by the best,

then sit back to enjoy the rewards of your best investment!

0508

—_

Imprevs (or Riseever) Yeur Mustsa] Telsnd

Email: admin@eliettesmusicacademy.com

6/28 The Avenue, Albany, Auckland
www.eliettesmusicacademy.com

4

MUSICIEORIRE

If you want to be one of the please

o EHRRASTIRY
Harcourts |
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